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Division 20: Great Southern Development Commission, $43 844 000 � 
Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 
Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 
Mr B. Manning, Chief Executive Officer.  

Mr P.T. MILES: My question is to the Minister for Regional Development about the heading of �Asset 
Investment Program�, budget paper No 2, volume 1, page 276. Will the minister provide an update on the 
progress of the Albany Entertainment Centre project and its budget? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for the question. Obviously this is a major project running in the Albany 
region, and one that the developments commission has had a key role in charting the course of. Obviously this 
project began under the previous government. It worked closely with the development commission, and I am 
more than happy for Bruce Manning from the development commission to answer that question. 

Mr B. Manning: The Albany Entertainment Centre, as it is known, is on budget and on target. It is about a 
month behind, but it will be completed on the due date in 2010.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: Returning to the subject of the entertainment centre: have there been any cuts�they are 
building it as we speak! 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: The National Party cameras are trying to blame the government! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Will the minister tell me if there are any proposed cuts to the funding for the entertainment 
centre in the next two years? Also, the figures for this year show that $14 million of funding has been allocated, 
yet $4 million was spent. Will the minister tell me the reason for that, please?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Once again, as project manager, the development commission is probably best to answer 
that question.  

Mr B. Manning: There have been no cuts in the final decided budget of approximately $70 million, member for 
Albany. The difference in expenditure is just a re-cash flowing of the capital investment. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Can Mr Manning talk up a bit; I cannot hear him.  

Mr B. Manning: The difference is a re-cash flowing of the entertainment centre, based on its progress and the 
changing estimates of how much money will be needed each year. More money will be coming in next year than 
was due, and there will be less this year.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: Why was that $10 million not spent this year? 

The CHAIRMAN: Is that a further question? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes, it is a further question. 

Mr B. Manning: It was just a re-cash flowing in the ordering of what is happening with the building budget. 
The total budget remains the same. The actual project management was with the Department of Housing, but 
now that the works component has gone into Treasury, the actual project management lies with it. The project 
will still be delivered on time and cost the $70 million it was estimated to cost.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: Is there no answer for why $10 million less was spent this year? 

Mr B. Manning: Because the project was not progressed at that stage and did not need that amount of money. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Why? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: It is all right saying that the money has not been spent, but where has the money gone? 
Why has it not been spent? The adviser can say projects this, projects that, but that money was budgeted to go to 
that entertainment centre when the previous Labor government was in power and everything was progressing 
well, then all of a sudden, within 12 months, $10 million has not been put into the project. There must be a valid 
reason for that, minister. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The chief executive officer of the development commission has made it clear that that is a 
re-cash flowing of the project. That happens with major capital works projects all the time. The good thing about 
this project, as opposed to the metro rail project, which I read about in the newspaper today, is that the 
$70 million is on schedule for both time and budget; it is not $250 million over budget.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am not worried about the metro rail project, minister; I asked a question about the Albany 
Entertainment Centre. The minister can read the newspaper, all I want is an answer to why that $10 million was 
not spent. It is a pretty good question to ask. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 May 2009] 

 p121b-123a 
Mr Paul Miles; Mr Brendon Grylls; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Tom Stephens; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [2] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The question has been answered. It is a re-cash flowing of the project. It is on schedule and 
on budget.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: I have a further question. The first dot point on page 275 states � 

� Skills shortages in the region�s key labour markets continues to be a medium-term impediment 
to growth.  

It states that the commission is considering bringing in immigrants on skilled migration visas. We have a lot of 
skilled people in the great southern region who are out of work. Has any money been put aside in the budget to 
retrain these people, so that instead of bringing people in from overseas, we can use the people who are already 
there? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Albany for the question; it is a good question. There is no money in 
the development commission budget for retraining, but the member will have heard a major announcement by 
the Minister for Training at the weekend about free TAFE courses for people who have been displaced by the 
current downturn. I also pay tribute to migration visa employees that operate in the great southern region. They 
have had an enormous impact on the abattoir industry in both Katanning and the one just out of Albany.  

One of the concerns I have seen in this downturn is that we seem to very quickly say that all the people who have 
been sponsored on work visas to fill gaps that we could not fill during the boom time should then be shuffled off 
back to their country. I actually found that quite offensive; that is my personal opinion. I think we should pay 
tribute to people who came to work in regional areas and provided the skills necessary for jobs in abattoirs when 
we could not attract others. I was quite disheartened that there was a quick willingness to say, �Thanks, you�ve 
done your bit; we�ll send you home now�. I do not think that is the way that country people treat people.  

[11.40 am] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: They knew that when they came with their four-year contract. On page 275, the second dot 
point refers to the agriculture sector as the main driver of the economy of the region. Why has nothing been said 
about the grain rail network, which is very important? Trucks carrying woodchips and grain are a serious issue in 
the great southern region, but we have not heard anything about what money is available or what will happen 
with the grain rail network. What is happening and what will be happening in the future?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: My previous answers to the member for Armadale covered this. The member can be quite 
heartened that the previous Grain Infrastructure Group proposal prioritised spending right across the grain-
growing belt. The revised proposal, put forward in view of the changes to both the marketing and logistic 
arrangements for AWB and Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd have led to the number one priority coming out of 
it being the upgrade of the Northam-Albany line. I think that is a good move. That occurred in the past week. 
The Minister for Transport will continue to look at options, including working with the commonwealth, to 
ensure that that important rail line gets the upgrade that it needs to enable it to continue to deliver the second-
highest amount of export grain into Albany. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: No money is being put forward for the next stage of the ring road. I know that money has 
been put aside for planning and to access land, but nothing has been put aside for the road itself. Would that be 
something the minister would look at in royalties for regions, to stop trucks going through Albany? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, it is not something I would look for in royalties for regions. It is not within my 
ministerial portfolio, so I cannot answer where it is at. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Has the development commission put a case forward for it? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I do not need to hand it over to the development commission, because it is not within its area 
of activity.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: Would the development commission not be recommending to the minister that this is one 
of its priorities? The minister says that the development commissions have their priorities. I note that $60 million 
has gone to the Albany hospital, which was already funded. Maybe that $60 million could have been used for the 
grain rail network and also for the ring road, which would keep trucks off the roads of Albany and save a lot of 
people�s lives. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: If the full rebuild of Albany hospital was already funded, I look forward to the member 
pointing that out to me in the last budget. 

The CHAIRMAN: If we are trying to keep to time, we need to conclude here. Does the member for Albany 
require any supplementary information on that question, or are we okay to move on? 
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Mr P.B. WATSON: I was just wondering whether the development commission had recommended it to the 
minister, but obviously he does not want to give me an answer. 

The CHAIRMAN: So nothing is required? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: No. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I have just one brief question. The minister has raised the issue of the upgrade of the 
Northam-Albany line. Who put the proposition forward, is this now a revision of the rail rescue package and is it 
being factored into the current study? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: WestNet Rail put forward that proposal to the Minister for Transport, which I am assuming 
has become part of the work that the state and federal governments are doing together. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


